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You live in Portland? 



yes 


] 


Are you interested in meeting up 
sometime? 


[Crickets chirping] 
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hahaha 

do you have fb or anything? 

Yeah. I'm P. C. Wright. Oh, and so it's 
not a shock, I use a wheelchair 

oh no worries! i actually used to date a guy 
who was paralyzed haha 

You're cute too 

thank you. can i ask why you're in a chair? 

I have cerebral palsy. It's a kind of 
muscle control thing 

oh ok! 
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You know, you remind me of this guy I've heard 
about. I can't think of his name. He's in a wheelchair. 
He's a scientist. No, I don't know what he studies. 
Something about space I think. Anyway, he's real 
smart.... He talks with a computer. It's kind of funny. 
Why can't I remember his name? You know who I'm 
talking about though. No? Well, you're smart like 
him. 

Translation: I like you. The only way I know to relate 
to you is to compare you to a safely distant crip. 

You'll probably take it as a compliment. 
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You know, have you ever tried beet juice? I think it 
would help you. My aunt has terminal cancer, and 
she started drinking beet juice. She's still kicking. It's 
pretty miraculous. You should try it. I can ask her 
which juicers she likes, if you want. 


Translation: Clearly you need fixing. Bet you haven't 
thought of the beet cure. 
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Heyyy how are you? 


I'm well! Just relaxing 


nope! haha you? 


I'm good. How's it going? 


Any plans tonight? 


you're really cute btw. i wish you hac 
other pictures 


Thanks. I should put my Tinder pictures 
on here. In the meantime you can 
Google pictures of George Clooney in 
his ER days 
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Cripping OKCupid 


Cripping OKCupid 


You know, I think disability is all in your head. I'm not 
talking about you. You do things for yourself. It's like 
you're not disabled. But other people - they're barely 
disabled and they're receiving services. And they get 
more hours than you do! I like this saying. It goes: 
Your only disability is a bad attitude. Some of my 
clients could learn a thing or two from you. 

Translation: I have a problem with fat people and 
brown people receiving services. They're not 
deserving. Don't you agree? I work in a position of 
power, and I have every right to judge cripdom. You, 
you're supercrippy and you're white. Keep it up. 
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You know, I was in a chair once. Got in a car 
accident, broke a bunch of bones. Boy can I feel it on 
a day like today. I bet you have joint pain, too. Yeah, 
that year I was in a chair was the worst time of my 
life. The doctors didn't know for a while if I'd walk 
again. Thank God I made it out of that chair. A 
couple times I wanted to die. You know what that's 
like, I'm sure. 

Translation: Have you ever thought of just offing 
yourself? I know I have. Look how miserable I am, 
and I'm not even in a chair. Your life must be worse 
than mine. 
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SW: You know, you can make up to $30,000 and still 
qualify for benefits. Then, you could pay for more 
hours on your own. 

PCW: Well, you know, I'd rather not work a job so I 
can accommodate society's broken support systems 
for disabled folks. Give me another option _ t^o-h go-Lvuj 

fcr a^\rotyaM^ fair yoiM 
3es CsOjrtfvU; or Wt/ worlo 

SW: That's all I got.... Everything going all right? 
Anything else I can help you with? 

PCW: Can I just see your paperwork? I'll get my 
signature stamp and you can get out of here. 
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from the state came for a home visit. The 
Ambassador was sick; the acid in the pit of his gut 
had bubbled over. 


State worker (SW): It looks like you do all right for 


yourself - considering. 


wLO-yh rio-vyJ-h 

i4y. 3/xcL '/tcuvf'j tjo-iAs W&atV 


gisVt'VV' I'VU'W cWo^AAs. 

PCW: Yeah. All right considering. Why are you here? 


SW: Oh, I just need to check in and see how I can 
help you. We're giving you 20 hours for caregiving 
services. 


PCW: So generous, a gift really. I'm going to have a 
caregiver for 20 hours a month, though I could use 


help every day 
13 
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You know, I know you don't need my money, but can 
I give you a dollar for the bus? 


Translation: I'm a big ball of guilt regarding my 
privilege. Here. It makes me feel better about myself. 
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The Ambassador made his reputation in Ohio. 
Sunken in the snow in front of Chi Something 
Something, it was his genius that kept me from 
freezing to death. 

He had known that on Halloween, dressed 
convincingly as Ziggy Stardust in a Wheelchair, it 
was the polite thing to do to laugh loudly when those 
Let Go of My Hand, Asshole frat fuckers called me Timmy from South Park. Yep, I 

was nice on Halloween, so those frat fuckers pushed 
me out of the pile of snow in front of Chi Something 
Something, and I got to campus, and I didn't freeze 
to death. Since then, the Ambassador had never 
taken a day off - until Wednesday, when a worker 
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The Ambassador Takes Off 
Entitlement Program Home Visit Wednesday 
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Yeah, I've been drinking, said Mark Drunk at Pioneer 
Square, as he took my hand and kissed it twice 
audibly. And he held on. I love you, he said. 

I guess I opened myself for this. I did say a full two 
sentences when he asked if I was OK. I'd told him 
about the heavy door bending my wheelchair 
controller out of place. I'd thanked him for checking 
that I was all right. 

Now, he had taken the hand I use to drive my chair. 

“I pick my nose a lot,” I said. He pretended he 
understood me and ran a hand against my jawline. 
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“I think the train's going to get here soon,” I said, 
looking past him down the commuter train track. And 
he told me he lived four blocks away. 

“It's late. I hope the train gets here soon so I can go 
to bed.” As I talked, my hand, which he hadn't let go 
of, spasmed back toward my body. Mark flattened 
his lips. He understood and sympathized. So he 
went for it, touching my lips and wiping away a bit of 
spit. 

“What do you do?” I said, still looking down the track. 
He said he worked for the county doing STD testing. 
Then he asked if I was seeing anyone. 
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“Yes. It's serious. Totally serious. You work for the 
county. So you work with David?” I lost my breath as 
I said this. He waited. “Do you work with David?” He 
didn't know David, and he asked me where I lived. 

“I live in the neighborhood that's east of the 
neighborhood I actually live in. It's far away so I hope 
this train gets here soon.” I love you, he said, 
squeezing my hand. And again he went for it, moving 
closer, his lips inches from mine. How can I get to 
know you, he asked. 

And we lived happily ever after - separately. 
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